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Little Curlew
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Siberian Blue Robin
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Rufous-tailed Robin
1st-winter
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Eastern Yellow Wagtail
1st-winter
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Citrine E/W Yellow Wagtail
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Gene flow barriers: 2—3 species. Confusing pattern.
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Identification and European status
of eastern Stonechats

Iain 8. Robertson
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Field identification of
west Palearctic gulls

P.J. Grant

The west Palearctic list includes a3
species of gulls: more than half the
world total. Field guides—because of
their concise format—provide inad-
equate coverage of identification and
ageing, which has probably fostered
the indifference felt by many bird-
watchers towards gulls, This five-

art series aims to change that
attitude

Imereu in identifying gulls is growing, as part of the recent
improvement in identification standards, but doubtless also stin
by the addition to the British and Irish list of no less than three N
species in little over a decade (Laughing Gull Larus atricilla it
Franklin's Gull L. pipircan in 1970 and Ring-bilied Gull L. delawear
1973). The realisation s slowly dawning that regular checking ¢
flocks of gulls can be worthwhile.
t a8 important us identification is the ability to recognise the
individual immatures. This is obviously necessary in studies of |
tion, distribution and migration, but is also a challenge in its o
10 the serious bird-identificr. Indeed, identification and ageing go
in-hand, for it is only by pract
species—of all ages —
necessary for the confident ldenuﬁcnnun of the occasional rarity.

The enormous delt owed to D. . Dyight's The Guls of the World
is readily acknowledged. That work, however, has iong been
print and its format was designed for the muscum and taxonomic y
the present series of papers will provide a reference more suited
observers.

Each of the five parts in this series will bring together species
share similar characters, especially in thei immature plumages wh
possibility of confusion is greatest.
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Identification of Olive-backed Pipit,
Blyth’s Pipit and Pallas’s Reed
Bunting

Three species which oceasionally
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Identification of Western Palearctic swifts
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‘The Pintail Snipe has not yet been recorded in Britain
and Ireland, but has it been overlooked?

e
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ﬁcld s paper grow around wy seld 1mprrmomu{l’inlm| Saipe in
Comparison weh § epal 197374, and includes notes
Suppied by T. P :mL.pp (i fin) fom laia in 1970 und P A Tikes
in fit.) from Sri Lanl c found the distinctions between
two species more stiking than e o suggested dn the
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Field identification of Dusky and
Radde’s Warblers
R. ]. Jobns and D. L M. Wallace
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Identification of Pied Wheatear and
Eastern Black-eared Wheatear

Recogpnition of Icelandic Black-tailed
Godwit and its occurrence
in the Netherlands

Field identificz
Grey-streaked Flycatchers
Per Alstrém and Erik Hirschfeld
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Field characters

Shrikes
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species (Voous 1977 & 1970; BOL Recs
interest in their ficld dentificai
taxonomy of the group fe..

discassion of plumage ditinctis. Alihough Hollom

Flight identification of European raptors
Steen Christensen, Bent Pors Nichsen,
R. F. Porter and lan Willis
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Identification of Isabelline

Wheatear, Desert Warbler and

three Phylloscopus warhlers
Alan R, Kitom
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sive reedbeds, cornfields and moorland, not requiting trees
as do most eaptors. Thece—Matsh C. aeruginosus, Hen C. yar
Montagu’s C. pigargus—ate comparatively common, but d
C. maerouras is much racec (mainly east Furope). All invarial
and normally glide with wings saised in a shallow V, and ¢
cheir long wings and tail distinguish them fzom other birds «
“The only other similar-sized aptors 1o soax on raised wings
bunsacd,purticalaly Bt bt gt 1) but ey e short
fully spread and glide on flat wings. Male haricrs are not dlf
denify with scasonable, views, ot the. fomales and i
Hen, Monag's and Pallid must often be grouped as rmgml‘
the head and neck pastern is seen.

Fig. 35 below shows the head-on profiles. Figs. 364-360 on
compate the four males, and 36k-36r the heads of the three ¢
females; the facing text on page 235 comments on the main {
and outlines the areas of Eatope, the Middle East and north /
which each species may be scen. Figs. 37-44 on pages :
supported by plates 41-44, illusteate the undee- and oy
varlous plumages. See also the definitions on page 53 of part ;
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Identification of Roseate Tern
in juvenile plumage

Killian Mullarney

he North Atlantic population of Roseate Tern Sterna dougalli has suffered a
Tcalas(lopmc decline in recent years, reinforcing its dubious distinction as
one of Europe’s rarest and most threatened breeding seabirds. The paucily of
published f juvenile Roseate

with Common Tern S hirundo and Arctic Tern S paradisaea
Grant & Scott ( first who tacklec of field
of juvenile Common, Arctic and Roseate Tern. Bundy (197) supplemented the
etextsinCramp
(1985) provide further helpful instruction but the plates fail to reflect any more
than the artist’s remote acquaintance with the species.
I have had the opportunity to become very familiar with juvenile Roseate Tern at
two small colonies in Ireland and subsequently amongst large autumn concen-
trations where juvenile Common, Arctic and Roseate Tens can be seen side by
side. greater
awareness ofthe nrma varitions in appearance exnvbded by Common and
Arctic| feel it may be helpful My
familiarity with juvenile Roseate does not extend lO birds in more advanced
stages of moult into first-winter plumage; Roseates tend to depart from Ireland
very suddenly around mid-September and, of the few birds | have seen later in
the month, none has been a first-year at close range.
For a summary of the identification characters of adult Roseate Terns, one is
referred to Mullarney (1988).

general appearance

There are subtle differences in structure between Common, Arctic and Roseate

Tern in all plumages though these tend to be more obvious in summer adults
Thisis, however, sel-

dom of much juveniles for R ot acquire along-

tailed look until they are several weeks old. Even then the difference in length

109

Outch Biring 10 108-120,saptombor 1988]
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_fdrgteckningarna har vi inte kunnat upntécka nigra

Starre-och mindﬁb korsnabb -

avarighebarna att -kil;a dam -t
av Per Alstrém och 0Ola Lindblad

Korsndbbarna 4r,itminstone vissa dr,rdtt talrika och
ie flesta ornitologer kidnner vdl till det hirda,metal-
1iska locklidtet,son riktigt ekar frin en fﬁrbipassarande\
flock,

Trots dess 1nv351unsartade uuntraﬂaﬂde fAr dock de :
flesta observationer,t,o,m av sittande fig'ar pi ndra
“411 st4 obestdmda.

Med denna korta,lilla uppsats ville vi f8rsfka visa
pi de viktizaste kannnteck&ena hes de bAda arterna,
sd att ni har e1 god giund om hur de ser ut,nir ni
stoter pi korsndbbar ute i markerna.

Till sist skulle vi vilja rikta ett sdrskilt tack fill
3irgitta Hansson pi Naturhisteriska museet fﬁr all den
hjdlp vi har fitt,

De bAda. arterna ir myckeq-lika ti1l utseendet och i

sdkra skillnader,.létema anses av vissa ornitologer

vara skilibara frin varandra,men det borde i praktiken
var ritt sviTt utan god erfarsnhst av bida arierna,

fang,litena se nedan),Man ska dock i alla avséenden vara
+Brsiktig nir det sHller bestidmninzen av korsnibbar.
Vissa mindre korsndbbar kan t,ex ha en ovanligt kraftig.
ndbbymen Formen-skiljar frin den stdrre artens.{fig 12)

Mda arterna lever friamst av barrtriddsfrin,den stirre
karsnibben féredrar dock tallkot:frd,medan den mindre
med sin klenare niibb huvudsakligen lever av 7ranfrd.
Mirk vil att detta inte &r nigot som man kan gl efter
vid en fdltbestimnine. &

Utseende,st8rre korsndbb:
Stgrre Korsnabben ar kraftigare #n den mindre korsnib-
ben, ramférallt dr huvuedet och i viss min dven T6tterna
aoch tarserna kraftigsare,Det enda helt sdkra skiljemdrket
verkar vara nibben (v1lket ocksi dr det som vi har stu-
derat mest).

Yibben HAr ndstan lika hig Som linﬁ och ger ett naperc1—
liknande intryck,Lége mirke ti1l" knélen" som finns ung.
mitt pi underndbben.Den var klart markerad pi alla
gg}§£%§cg2 ax, dch har tydlizt setts vid alla f‘altnh-

{3mfr dock rix1)
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Obs.dock “knél",samt
kraftigz och hiz ndbb,

fig 8 Notera klen nacke,ew-
saknad av "knol”jime
nt sluttande Gvernibb
och att dvre niabbhal-
van skjuter ut ratt
l4ngt. =

‘fig.g Jamn under-och 6ver—

nabb'Spetsig v1ﬂkel

"ig.to 3petsig v1nkel JAV=

saknad av "kntl”

fig,11 Jdmnt sluttande nibb-
halvor.¥otera att
Gverndbben skjuter
fram ritt lingt.

fig,12 Relativt kort,kraf-
tig ndhb.Se dock
typisx form,

fig.13 ﬁvernabb 14ngt fram—
sk;uten. apet51r
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Greater Short-toed Lark N
Calandrella brachydactyla g rubiginosa

Sykes’s Short-toed Lark
Calandrella dukhunensis

Greater Short
toed Lark
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Yellow-browed Warbler vs. Hume’s Leaf Warbler
11— 2—3 species?
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Hume’s mandellii



Autumn Yellow-browed Hume’s humei
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Arctic, Kamchatka and Japanese Leaf Warblers
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